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School Water Educator Retires

the importance of our water supplies,
both what TID provides in the canals
as well as the groundwater beneath us.
Mike Milanesi, Science Curriculum
Specialist with the Tulare City School

Mi kebés willingne
water program on behalf of the school
district has been much appreciated and
we wish him well as he heads off into
his retirement years.
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Even though the much-anticipated El Nifio turned into
more of an El Nada, the winter was sufficient enough to
yield water for TID and other Valleyd i St r i cbieea
high and dry the last several years. Our Kaweah River
supply may be upwards of 50,000 AF for the year and, for

Banos.

Thus far, the USBR has allocated a 65% Class 1 supply,
7% Class 2 supply and additional water stemming from
what 6s called AUnrel eased

aso anticipaedatesensorr suppliesebeing allocated by
USBR after itbds over. Wh i
too small to resume summer deliveries, they will be
available for diversion to the District next winter, when
Kaweah River flows likely occur to once again vacate
needed flood space in the reservoir.




KEEPING IT DOWN ON THE FARM

Had the wet winter materialized, TID stood ready to activate an on-farm recharge project and lease agreements had been
prepared to provide some 6,800 acres with water at no cost. This type of program is gaining traction in other parts of the
Valley as well, and considerable research at the university level and elsewhere is being done to identify ideal locations
and soils for maximum benefit. Data is being developed too for permanent crops and their ability to withstand
over-irrigation for groundwater recharge benefits.

District Engineer Aaron Fukuda worked with growers early last winter, conducted two workshops, and crafted a lease
agreement. With approval by the Board of Directors, a program was in place should we have seen surplus flows
available for dedication to on-farm recharge. While not activated, the program stands ready for next winter should it be
stormy. A total of 25 growers indicated participatory interest, and about 1,160 acres of the total were permanent
plantings. Per the lease agreement, a minimum of 20 acres was required to participate, and landowners would commit
to a maximum delivery rate at their headgate for the duration of the February 1% through April 15" lease period. Also,
District reserved the right to determine a priority of deliveries based on property location and soil types.

Looking for a new use for your south forty? Come on in and talk to Aaron.

KAWEAH BOTTLENECK AVERTED

Thanks to the efficient repair efforts of the USCE and
engagement of our Kaweah & St Johns Watermaster
team, a potential summer run disaster has been avoided.

The USCE outlet gates, feeding the 13-ft diameter
tunnel at the bottom of Lake Kaweah draining into the
river, were rendered inoperable when the control tower
used to operate the gates flooded with water in late
April. Without them, irrigation demands would have to
be met solely from the
power plant facilities. Peak demands could have been
shorted by about 800 acre-feet per day, causing some
farmers to turn to groundwater or wait in line for orders
to be met. The Kaweah & St Johns River Units began
meeting in earnest with Kaweah Delta WCD and the
Watermaster to determine a means to doll out capacity =
when peak demands usur pf
limits. Fortunately the repairs were completed by May
25™ avoiding the allocation issue for this summer.
However, the Units have agreed to continue the knotty
discussions of flow prorates in the event a problem

Control Tower at Lake Kaweah

should ever occur again like the one we just skirted by.

EMPLOYEE NEWS: Now with thirty years of employment with TID, Beth Holmes started working with
us as a Clerk on May 29, 1986. Beth now holds the board appointed position of Assessor-Collector and
Senior Administrator. Prior to working for the District Beth worked with her parents Jim & Katie MAllister
at a family-owned business Bob Myers Clothiers (1974-1984) and then moved to Farmers Home
Administration (FmHA) in 1985. Beth raised two successful adult children while working for the District,
Brandon Holmes and Melissa Goto. Beth takes pride in having worked with three General Managers: David
L. Zack, Gerald C. Hill, Jr. and J. Paul Hendrix. Beth has always enjoyed working with the local farmers and
landowners within the District.

Beth Holmes
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GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY

Talks continue amongst public water purveyors, farmers and other stakeholders on working

together to comply with the stateds Sps MVRAKRAWRHGSE (
as it oaﬂgd. Bust iwho gill take on compliance activities and se-t up the rules of the BOARD MEMBERS:
road must be decided by next summer and, by 2020, plans to lay all this out must be .

. Carlton Jones (Tulare )
adopted. Simply put, plans must lay out a path forward to phase out groundwater overdraft | . o
by 2040. Craig Vejvoda (Tulare)

’ Greg Collins (Visalia)

For our part, and as has been reported in prior issues of TID Tidings, we have partnered " Steve Nelson (Visalia)
with the cities of Tulare and Visalia to comply with SGMA and do our collective part to " David Bixler (TID)

,

achieve groundwater balance for our area. We three are now w h a knéws as the Dave Martin (TID)

Mid-Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Apency, and T
and board member Dave Martin serve onthe Mid-K a we ah GSAOG6s g o v el|ARVISQRYCOYMTAEEd .
members each from the city councils make up the balance of the new board. Legal counsel Mike Boyes
(Ken Richardson of Peltzer & Richardson LC) has been retained to draft governance " Eric Charles
documents and handle any | egal i ssues|'t RidaldGartRa 'y arji
engineering firm with groundwater expertise (GEI Consultants) to assist us in undertaking |”  ggward Henry
the ‘daunting ta;k of identifying groundwater conditions and trenFls in our area and | sopac Mulholland
regionally, which efforts will ultimately lead to a plan for compliance with SGMA. GElis |- .

. .. . . Jim Nichols
doing similar work in Kern County, an area larger and far more complex in terms of the , .
many agencies and stakeholders who must work together to solve significant Jessi Snyder

b mBH BT wor k

overdraft-r e | at ed pr obl ems. Much of the ye
nd| t Base Wi A6 s f

staffs of TID and t he-yetrbudget of B450i008 & heinga

supported by contributions from existing funds on hand from each member.

Groundwater Sustainability Plans arendét going to
Mid-Kaweah has a nine-member Advisory Committee, and District farmers Blake Wilbur and James Nichols are
members. The Advisory Committee will be involved in problem assessment and the very important task of shaping the
sustainability plan that all groundwater pumpers and stakeholders must abide by. Like the GSA board meetings, all
Advi sory Committee meetings are open to the publi
able to find information regarding meetings and activities.

Within the Kaweah Legend
Sub-Basi n , i to _,""j D Mid Kaweah GSA
three GSAs will ultimately Lo Greater Kaweah GSA
emerge to cover the entire Kings Sounty | Tulars Goukty ] (Proposed)

700 square-mile area | ours EASTERN [ oot
(Mid-Kaweah), plus an GREATER _ N
AfEastern Ka KAWEAH GSA W+E
nGreater Ka

shown on the map. While °

the respective boundaries
are not yet final, each of
these other two GSAs may
have a dozen members or
more, and governance
issues are being worked out
amongst these many
entities. Our Mid-Kaweah —
group awaits the
culmination of this process,
as their final formation will

enable us to more formally MAP OF THREE POTENTIAL GSAs IN KAWEAH SUB -BASIN

reach out and foster a
coordination effort for the whole sub-basin.
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